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Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-84 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1- 84 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1, 7-10, 16-19, 25-28, 34-37, 42-45, 50-57, 59-62, 64-66, 68, 74-77 and 82-84 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable over Stefik (US Patent No 
5,715,403). 

As per claim 1, 

Stefik ('403) discloses an information providing apparatus comprising: 

first reception control means for controlling the reception, from a first information 
processing apparatus, of user identification data for identifying a user of said first information 
processing apparatus and a request for purchasing a content; (Figure 18) 

first transmission control means for controlling in response to said request for purchasing 
said content the transmission of said request for purchasing said content to a second information 
processing apparatus;(Figure 19) 

second reception control means for controlling the reception of said content and usage 
conditions thereof supplied from said second information processing apparatus;(Figure 18) 
storage control means for controlling the storing of said content and usage conditions thereof in 
correlation with said user identification data;(Figure 1) 

third reception control means for controlling the reception of said user identification data 
and a request for sending said content supplied from said first information processing apparatus; 
and second transmission control means for controlling, in response to said request for sending 
said content, the transmission of said content stored in correlation with said user identification 
data.(Figure 1 8) 

As per claim 7, 

Stefik ( 6 403) discloses an information providing method comprising: 
controlling the reception, from a first information processing apparatus, of user 
identification data for identifying a user of said first information processing apparatus and a 
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request for purchasing a content; controlling in response to said request for purchasing said 
content the transmission of said request for purchasing said content to a second information 
processing apparatus;(Figure 1 8) 

controlling the reception of said content and usage conditions thereof supplied from said 
second information processing apparatus;(Figure 19) 

controlling the storing of said content and usage conditions thereof in correlation with 
said user identification data;(Figure 1) 

controlling the reception of said user identification data and a request for sending said 
content supplied from said first information processing apparatus; (Figure 18) 

controlling, in response to said request for sending said content, the transmission of said 
content stored in correlation with said user identification data.(Figure 18) 

Claims 8 and 9 are in parallel with claim 7 and are rejected for at least the same reasons. 

As per claim 10, 

Stefik ( 4 403) discloses an information processing apparatus comprising: 
first transmission control means for controlling the transmission, to a first information 
providing apparatus, of user identification data for identifying a user of said information 
processing apparatus and a request for purchasing a content to make said first information 
providing apparatus purchase said content from a second information providing apparatus and 
record the purchased content;(Figure 1 8) 

second transmission control means for controlling the transmission, to said first 
information providing apparatus, of a request for said content recorded in said first information 
providing apparatus in correlation with said user identification data; (Figure 19) 
reception control means for controlling the reception of said content supplied from said first 
information providing apparatus. (Figure 18) 

As per claim 19, 

Stefik ('403) discloses an information providing apparatus comprising: 

first reception control means for controlling the reception, from a first information 
processing apparatus, of user identification data for identifying a user of said first information 
processing apparatus and a request for purchasing a content;(Figure 1 8) 

first transmission control means for controlling, in response to said request for purchasing 
said content, the transmission of said request for purchasing said content to a second information 
processing apparatus;(Figure 19) 

second reception control means for controlling the reception of said content and usage 
conditions thereof sent from said second information processing apparatus;(Figure 18) 

storage control means for controlling the storing of said content and usage conditions 
thereof in correspondence with said user identification data;(Figure 1) 

second transmission control means for controlling, if said content has been stored, the 
execution of the transmission of said content stored in correspondence with said user 
identification data.(Figure 1) 
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. Claims 16,17 and 18 are in parallel with claim 19 and are rejected for at least the same 
reasons 

As per claim 25, 

Stefik ('403) discloses an information providing method comprising the steps of: 

controlling the reception, from a first information processing apparatus, of user 
identification data for identifying a user of said first information processing apparatus and a 
request for purchasing a content;(Figure 18) 

controlling, in response to said request for purchasing said content, the transmission of 
said request for purchasing said content to a second information processing apparatus;(Figure 19) 

controlling the reception of said content and usage conditions thereof sent from said 
second information processing apparatus;(Figure 18) 

controlling the storing of said content and usage conditions thereof in correspondence 
with said user identification data;(Figure 1) 

controlling, if said content has been stored, the execution of the transmission of said 
content stored in correspondence with said user identification data. (Figure 1) 

Claims 26,27 and 28 are in parallel with claim 25 and are rejected for at least the same 
reasons. 

As per claim 34, 

Stefik ('403) discloses an information processing method comprising the steps of: 

controlling the transmission, to a first information providing apparatus, of user 
identification data for identifying a user of said information(Figure 18). 

processing apparatus and a request for purchasing a content to make said first information 
providing apparatus purchase said content from a second information providing apparatus and 
record the purchased content;(Figure 19) 

controlling, if said first information providing apparatus has recorded the purchased 
content, the reception of said content to be sent by said first information providing 
apparatus.(Figure 18) 

Claims 35 and 36 are in parallel with claim 34 and are rejected for at least the same 
reasons. 

As per claim 37, 

Stefik ('403) discloses an information providing apparatus comprising: 

storage control means for controlling the storing of a first content, a second content, and 
usage conditions thereof in correspondence with user identification data for identifying a user of 
an information processing apparatus;(Figure 1) 

reception control means for controlling the reception of a request for checking in of said 
first content and a request for checking out of said second content along with said user 
identification data sent from said information processing apparatus;(Figure 19) 

check-in control means for controlling, in response to the check-in request, the checking 
in of said first content on the basis of said usage conditions stored in correspondence with said 
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user identification data; and check-out control means for controlling, in response to the check-out 
request when the checking in of said first content has ended, the checking out of said second 
content on the basis of said usage conditions stored in correspondence with said user 
identification data.(Column 31, lines 54-64) 

As per claim 42, 

Stefik ('403) discloses an information providing method comprising the steps of: 
controlling the storing of a first content, a second content, and usage conditions thereof in 

correspondence with user identification data for identifying a user of an information processing 

apparatus(Figure 18) 

controlling the reception of a request for checking in of said first content and a request for 
checking out of said second content along with said user identification data sent from said 
information processing apparatus;(Figure 19) 

controlling, in response to the check-in request, the checking in of said first content on 
the basis of said usage conditions stored in correspondence with said user identification data; 
(Figure 18) 

controlling, in response to the check-out request if the checking in of said first content 
has ended, the checking out of said second content on the basis of said usage conditions stored in 
correspondence with said user identification data. (Figure l| 

Claims 43 and 44 are in parallel with claim 42 and are rejected for at least the same 
reasons. 

As per claim 45, 

Stefik ('403) discloses an information processing apparatus comprising: 

transmission control means for controlling the transmission, to an information providing 
apparatus, of a request for checking in of a first content and a request for checking out of a 
second content;(Figure 1 8) 

check-in control means for controlling checking in of said first content on the basis of 
controlling by said information providing apparatus;(Column 31, lines 54-64) 

check-out control means for controlling checking out of said second content supplied 
from said information providing apparatus when checking in of said first content has 
ended.(Column 31, lines 54-64) 

As per claim 50, 

Stefik ('403) discloses an information processing method comprising the steps of: 

controlling the transmission, to an information providing apparatus, of a request for 
checking in of a first content and a request for checking out of a second content; 

controlling checking in of said first content on the basis of controlling by said 
information providing apparatus;(Figure 18) 

controlling checking out of said second content supplied from said information providing 
apparatus when checking in of said first content has ended.(Figure 18) 
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Claims 51 and 52 are in parallel with claim 50 and are rejected for at least the same 
reasons. 

As per claim 53, 

Stefik ('403) discloses an information providing apparatus comprising: 

first reception control means for controlling the reception, from a first information 
processing apparatus, of user identification data for identifying a user of said first information 
processing apparatus and a request for purchasing a content;(Figure 18) 

first transmission control means for controlling in response to said request for purchasing 
said content the transmission of said request for purchasing said content 
to a second information processing apparatus;(Figure 19) 

second reception control means for controlling the reception, from said second 
information processing apparatus, device identification information for identifying said second 
information processing apparatus and usage conditions of said content;(Figure 18) 

storage control means for controlling the storing of said device identification information 
and said usage conditions in correspondence with said user identification data; (Figure 1) 

second transmission control means for controlling in response to a request from said first 
information processing apparatus said device identification information and said usage 
conditions recorded in correspondence with said user identification data to said first information 
processing apparatus.(Figure 1) 

Claims 54, 55 and 56 are in parallel with claim 53 and are rejected for at least the same 
reasons. 

As per claim 57, 

Stefik ('403) discloses an information processing apparatus comprising: 
first reception control means for controlling the reception of device identification 
information for identifying an information providing apparatus for providing a content and usage 
conditions of said content; transmission control means for controlling, if the reproduction of said 
content is requested, the transmission of the request of said content to said information providing 
apparatus on the basis of said device identification information and said usage conditions; 
(Figure 18) 

second reception control means for controlling the reception of said content from said 
information providing apparatus.(Figure 19) 

As per claim 59, 

Stefik ('403) discloses an information processing method comprising the steps of: 
controlling the reception of device identification information for identifying an 

information, providing apparatus for providing a content and usage conditions of said 

content;(Figure 18) 

controlling, if the reproduction of said content is requested, the transmission of the 
request of said content to said information providing apparatus on the basis of said device 
identification information and said usage conditions;(Figure 19) and 
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controlling the reception of said content from said information providing 
apparatus.(Figure 18) 

Claims 60 and 61 are in parallel with claim 59 and are rejected for at least the same 
reasons. 

As per claim 62, 

Stefik ('403) discloses an information providing apparatus comprising: 

first reception control means for controlling the reception, from a first information 

processing apparatus, of a request for purchasing a content;(Figure 18) 

first transmission control means for controlling in response to said request for purchasing 

said content the transmission of device identification information for identifying said information 

providing apparatus and usage conditions of said content to said first information processing 

apparatus;(Figure 19) 

second reception control means for controlling the reception of a request for said content 
from a second information processing apparatus; (Figure 18) 

second transmission control means for controlling in response to said request for said 
content the transmission of said content to said second information processing apparatus.(Figure 
19) 

As per claim 64, 

Stefik ( 4 403) discloses an information providing method comprising the steps of: 

controlling the reception, from a first information processing apparatus, of a request for 
purchasing a content;(Figure 1 8) 

controlling in response to said request for purchasing said content the transmission of 
device identification information for identifying said information providing apparatus and usage 
conditions of said content to said first information processing apparatus;(figure 19) 

controlling the reception of a request for said content from a second information 
processing apparatus; (figure 18) 

controlling in response to said request for said content the transmission of said content to 
said second information processing apparatus.(figure 19) 

Claims 65 and 66 are in parallel with claim 74 and are rejected for at least the same 
reasons. 

As per claim 68, 

Stefik ('403) discloses an information providing apparatus comprising: transmission 
control means for controlling the transmission of a content in response to a request from an 
information processing apparatus; (Figure 19) 

reception control means for controlling, when said content has been transmitted, the 
reception, sent from said information processing apparatus, of information for identifying a 
transmission destination of said content;(Figure 1 8) 
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storage control means for controlling the storing of said information for identifying said 
transmission destination of said content in correspondence with data for identifying said 
content.(Figure 1) 

As per claim 74, 

Stefik ('403) discloses An information providing method comprising the steps of: 
first transmission control means for controlling the transmission of a request for a content 
to an information providing apparatus;(Figure 1 8) 

reception control means for controlling the reception of said content;(Figure 19) 
second transmission control means for controlling, when said content has been received, the 
transmission, to said information providing apparatus, of information for identifying a 
transmission destination of said content.(Figurel) 

Claims 75,76 and 77 are in parallel with claim 74 and are rejected for at least the same 
reasons. 

As per claim 82, 

Stefik ('403) discloses an information processing method comprising the steps of: 
controlling the transmission of a request for a content to an information providing 

apparatus;(Figure 18) 

controlling the reception of said content; and controlling, when said content has been 

received, the transmission, to said information providing apparatus, of information for 

identifying a transmission destination of said content.(Figure 19) 

Claims 83 and 84 are in parallel with claim 82 and are rejected for at least the same 
reasons. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 67 is allowable over the prior art record. 

Claims 2-6, 11-15, 20-24, 29-33, 38-41, 46-49, 58, 63, 69-73, and 78-81 would be 
allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S. C. 112, second paragraph, set 
forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 



Conclusion 

Examiners note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the 
specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are applied to the specific 
limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is 
respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses, to fully consider the references 
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in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of 
the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John M Winter whose telephone number is (703) 305-3971 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6, 1st Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P Trammell can be reached on (703)305-9768. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JMW 

March 3, 2004 
t 



